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543 TAXIWAY DESIGNATION ICAO ANNEX 14
5.4.3.35 ICAO para. 5.4.3.35 states that, “A taxiway shall be identified 5TH EDITION
by a designator comprising a letter, letters or a combination of
a letter or letters followed by a number
5.4.3.36 ICAO para 5.4.3.36 recommends that, “when designating ICAO ANNEX 14
taxiways, the use of the letters I, O or X and the use of the 5TH EDITION
words inner and outer should be avoided wherever possible to
avoid confusion with the numerals 1,0 and the closed marking.

IFALPA POLICY

Taxiway related incidents and accidents have increased significantly during the last few years. The
majority of them have happened in a complex taxiway environment, where illogically designated
taxiways have been used or where taxiways have similar or the same designations in different parts
of the airport.  Also misunderstanding of taxi clearances has led to runway incursions and accidents.
To reduce such incidents and accidents all taxiways and especially taxiways that enter and exit the
runway should be instinctive and logical to the pilots, air traffic controllers and vehicle drivers. That
requires logical routings with logical nomenclature.

Delete ICAO para 5.4.3.36 & add new IFALPA policy to para 5.4.3.35 as follows:  POL-STAT 2008

Taxiways serving primary traffic routes shall be restricted to one letter only. E.g.

A (alpha), B (bravo), C (Charlie).

Designation of the taxiways shall start at one end of the airport and follow a logical sequence to the
opposite end, e.g. east to west or north to south.

The use of the letters I (India), O (Oscar) and Z (Zulu) shall be avoided as they could be mistaken
with the numbers 1, 0 and 2.

The use of the letter X (Xray) shall not be used as it could be mistaken for a closed taxiway.
Taxiway sequence numbering shall start from 1 not 0.

Different taxiways on the same aerodrome shall not have the same or similar designations.
Taxiways crossing a runway should be avoided, where this is not possible, the taxiways shall have
different names on each side of the runway. Note: Whenever possible the letter and number shall be
changed (e.g. from K5 to J4).

Those taxiways that connect to the runway shall have an alpha numeric designation (e.g. Al, A2,
A3...A12). The numbering shall start at one end of the runway and follow a logical sequence to the
other end (not leaving out any numbers or “jumping” back and forth in numbering).

Connecting taxiways (links between major traffic routes) shall be designated in such a way that they
cannot be mistaken as runway entrances/exits.

The use of standard taxi routes is recommended to reduce congestion on ground frequencies and to
make taxi clearances predictable.

Holding Points shall not have designations that could be mistaken for taxiways.

Intermediate holding points shall be designated by the word “spot” and then the number (e.g. Spot 7).
Apron stand designators shall not conflict with any other taxiway designators at the airport.
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