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From 16 to 20 March 2015, IFALPA’s Member Association in Morocco, AMPL, hosted a USC Accident
Investigation Course at the Kenzi Towers hotel in Casablanca. This course, whose main purpose was to
train pilots from the AFI/MID Region and increase the number of local IFALPA-accredited accident
investigators, was very well attended and successfully completed by 38 pilots from 9 countries: Egypt,
Germany, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Morocco, Senegal, South Africa and Tunisia.

The ALPA Japan scholarship fund was used to reduce the fees for the participants, and Captain Hiroaki
Tateno, President of ALPA Japan, had traveled all the way from Tokyo to present the students with their
course certificates, and to sponsor one of the group lunches on behalf of ALPA Japan. Addressing the
audience in both English and French, Captain Tateno stressed ALPA Japan’s ongoing support of IFALPA
activities, welcomed this new generation of accident investigators and encouraged them to consider
their certificate as an important step in their engagement with IFALPA and their own Association.

The course itself was run by two outstanding instructors from USC, Mr. Greg Phillips and Mr. Keith
McGuire, whose vast experience with the NTSB, great teaching skills, sense of humour and personal
touch made it both effective and entertaining. Captain Arnaud du Bédat, IFALPA’s Senior Technical
Officer, thoroughly briefed the attendees on the goals of the course, the IFALPA accreditation scheme,
the various commitments expected from the graduates and IFALPA’s activities and initiatives in the field
of flight safety and accident prevention.

With the support of Captain Souhaiel Dallel, Executive Vice-President AFI/MID, and the IFALPA Montreal
office under the direction of Mr. Christoph Schewe, Managing Director, the local preparation and
logistics of the course were very efficiently handled by Captain Leila Bougja, Captain Mustapha Serraj and
the technical staff from the Kenzi Towers. Captain Najib Al Ibrahimi, Vice-Chairman of IFALPA’s Accident
Analysis and Prevention (AAP) Committee, acted as coordinator for the various presentations. There was
unanimous recognition of AMPL’s organization skills and outstanding hospitality, which once again
demonstrated the strong potential of Casablanca as a venue of choice for IFALPA meetings and training.
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