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Yours sincerely,
Captain Dennis J. Dolan
President
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22 December 2005

Mr LB Shah

Regional Director

International Civil Aviation Organization, Asia and Pacific Office
PO Box 11

Samyaek Ladprao

Bangkok 10901, Thailand

Dear Mr Shah,

RVSM Implementation in the Incheon, Naha and Tokyo FIRs

Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM) was successfully implemented in the Incheon, Naha and
Tokyo Flight Information Regions on 29 September 2005. Successful RVSM implementation should
then translate into improved operational efficiency through the availability of more optimal flight
levels without adversely impacting flight safety.

At the recently concluded IFALPA Asia Pacific Regional Meeting in Kuala Lumpur the delegates
reviewed the reports of the ICAO Asia Pacific RVSM Implementation Task Force Meetings, and they
were dismayed that the envisaged improvement in operational efficiency afforded by RVSM
implementation did not materialize on ATS Route A593. This deficiency was attributed directly to a
special airspace agreement applicable to a segment of the ATS Route A593, which is also known as
the AKARA-FUKUE Corridor. The airspace agreement currently in effect restricts the useable flight
levels to only three less-than-optimal useable flight levels in each direction, resulting in the non-
realization of the full benefits of RVSM implementation.

IFALPA is also concerned with the airspace arrangement and air traffic control procedures on ATS
Routes A593 and B576. These two ATS Routes intersect at NIRAT but air traffic on the two routes is
controlled by three separate ACCs. While this arrangement may have been in place over the last 20
years, it is, nevertheless, a highly undesirable situation. This could potentially result in flight safety
being compromised, especially with increasing air traffic on ATS Routes A593 and B576. IFALPA is of
the firm belief that jurisdiction of air traffic on the AKARA-FUKUE Corridor on ATS Route A593 and
ATS Route B576 should come under the purview of only one ACC or agency to ensure that positive
control and vertical separation will be provided at all times.

According to the report of the RVSM Implementation Task Force/26 meeting, a Special Coordination
Meeting was to be convened in the later part of the year to review the current arrangement relating
to the AKARA Corridor. IFALPA had previously attended all the RVSM Task Force and Special
Coordination meetings. Yet, in this instance, IFALPA was not invited to this meeting. Accordingly,
your kind clarification on this matter would be most appreciated.

Safe and efficient operations are the cornerstones behind the success of the aviation industry. It is
therefore imperative that the special airspace arrangement in relation to ATS Routes A593 and B576
be seriously reviewed with the aim of enhancing flight safety and improving air traffic flow.

Your immediate attention to this matter would be appreciated, and please do not hesitate to call
upon if IFALPA can be of assistance in any way.

Yours sincerely,

Captain Dennis J. Dolan

President
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