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THE GLOBAL VOICE OF PILOTS

SAFETY BULLETIN

One Level of Safety Worldwide Safety Bulletin No. 055AB005 6 July 2004

Costa Rica Airspace Safety Comprise

This Document was produced in co-operation with [FATCA

IFALPA wishes to advise flight erews that Costa Rica authorities are replacing local air traffic controllers with
individvals who are not qualified in occordance with ICAD standards

The International Federation of Air Line Pilors” Associations (IFALPA) notes with great concern the actions of the
Costa Rican authorities in their decision to replace local air traffic controllers with individuals who are not qualified
in accordance with International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAQ) standards.

Due to this unacceprable situation, IFALPA advises all flight crews operating in the affected airspace to exercise
extreme caution, particularly should any radar separation by proffered by the controlling agency. Situational awareness
Is absolutely critical during times of ATC disruption

Authorities in Costa Rica have resorted to violating legitimare, legal contracts signed and ratified with the Air Traffic
Controllers’ Association of Costa Rica (SINETCA). As part of a Government ‘Contingency Plan' to deal with an
industrial marwer, professionally trained and licensed Air Traffic Controllers have been removed from contrel positions,
being replaced with ungualified personnel, including pilots.

For the second time this year, an Air Traffic Services Provider from the Caribbean region has chosen to abandon
leng-standing and accepted international terms of reference pertaining to the assurance and maintenance of high
levels of safety in aviation.
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