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European ministers postpone flight-duty time decision
David Kaminski-Morrow, London (14 Jun.04) Source: Air Transport Intelligence news

European transport ministers have deferred efforts to seal a political agreement on controversial proposals to
harmonise flight-duty time regulations which have prompted strong opposition from the pilot community.

In a statement the European transport council says that it has examined the text of the proposed EU-OPS regulation
which would harmonise a range of technical requirements, including the contentious ‘Subpart Q’ which governs
flight-duty times. But it states: “The council agreed to come back to this issue at one of its next sessions to reach
political agreement.”

Cockpit crews have insisted that the flight-duty time proposals — under which crews could be put on duty for up to
14hrs — do not take enough account of scientific studies into fatigue and are potentially hazardous to flight safety.
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