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Mark Tighe

To; His Excellency Ambassador Takeshi Kagami

First Officer David Coolican has recently returned from a meeting of the One World Airline Alliance and
was informed of the situation which has in Japan , with regard to the accident involving Japanese Airlines
Flight 706 on June 8th, 1997, over the Kii Peninsula. This accident resulted in the tragic death of a Cabin
Attendant, and injuries to passengers and other Cabin Attendants.

The information currently available to IALPA is contained in a video produced by the Japan Airlines
Captain Association, and details two conflicting Scenarios with regard to the the accident on Flight 706.

The Official Cause of the accident as stated in the Accident Investigation Committee, ICAO Annex 13
Report , differs markedly from the Report published by the Japan Airlines Captain's Association.

The information currently available to IALPA is not sufficiently detailed to allow atechnical judgement
to be made on the veracity of the published scenarios.

Indeed IALPA accepts that thisis an internal matter for the relevant Japanese Authorities.

The most important issue which has arisen from the accident , is the prosecution of the Captain , based on
the results of the ICAO Annex 13 Accident Investigation Committee Report.
This misuse of information is indirect breach of Japanese International obligations, and in contravention



of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, to which Japan is a signatory.

ICAO Annex 13, Chapter 3.1 states "The sole objective of the investigation of an accident or incident
shall be the prevention of accidents or incidents. It is not the purpose of this activity to apportion blame or
liability."

IALPA wishesto formally protest the failure of the relevant Authorities to uphold Japanese International
Obligations with regard to ICAO Annex 13.

As Professional Pilots, and representatives of Professional Pilots in Ireland, we will spend on average
25 to 30 years operating aircraft in al weathers and to a wide variety of airports. The safety of the
passengers and crew ,and by extension the safety of our Pilot colleaguesis our primary concern.

We know that such safety can only be achieved by the free flow of information from crews involved in
incidents or accidents.

This flow can then be used ,in good time, to prevent an accident occurring or a re-occurrence of a
similar accident.

Misuse of ICAO Annex 13 Investigation Reports will inevitably result in arestriction of information, and
in our view decrease the safety of aviation operations.

At a time of your convenience, we would wish to arrange a meeting, to outline in greater detall
theissuesinvolved in this protest.

Y ours sincerely

Mark Tighe
President Irish Airline Pilots Association
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