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Comments Submitted Electronically

June 28, 2007

Federal Aviation Administration
Transport Airplane Directorate
Attention: Rules Docket (ANM-113)
Docket No. NM375

1601 Lind Avenue, SW.

Renton, Washington 98055-3356

Subject: Docket No. NM375; Notice No. 25-07-10- SC, Special Conditions: Boeing Model
787-8 Airplane, Lithium Ion Battery Installation

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Air Line Pilots Association, International (ALPA), representing the safety interests of
60,000 professional airline pilots flying passenger and cargo aircraft for 41 airlines in the United
States and Canada, has reviewed the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) proposed special
conditions for the Boeing 787-8 airplane that will have novel or unusual design features by
incorporating the use of high capacity lithium ion battery technology in on-board systems. We
understand that for this design feature, the applicable airworthiness regulations do not contain
adequate or appropriate safety standards regarding lithium ion batteries. Further, these proposed
special conditions will contain the additional safety standards that the Administrator considers
necessary to establish a level of safety equivalent to that established by the existing airworthiness
standards.

ALPA conditionally supports the FAA’s proposal for special conditions for lithium ion batteries
on the B787-8 aircraft. There is nothing in this Special Condition for which we would
specifically make a negative comment. However, ALPA strongly maintains that there needs to
‘ be adequate protections and procedures in place to ensure that concerns regarding lithium ion

| batteries are fully addressed and protected against.
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SUMMARY:

ALPA remains concerned with the use and transportation of lithium ion batteries on board
aircraft. Currently these batteries are being shipped as cargo and being brought on to the airplane
by passengers in their carry-on and checked baggage. While many of the FAA reports are
concerned with cargo, the battery’s potential for self initiating is applicable all the time. We
again underscore the importance of adequate safety provisions for lithium ion batteries installed
on aircraft. We request the FAA carefully consider our comments in their approval of the novel
or unusual design features for this aircraft.

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact me at 703-689-4202 or
Rick.Kessel@ALPA.org. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

AN

Mr. Richard D. Kessel
Senior Staff Engineer
Engineering and Air Safety Department
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