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Air Traffic Control (7110.65S)

4-3-1. DEPARTURE TERMINOLOGY
Avoid using the term "takeoff" except to actually clear an aircraft for takeoff or to cancel a takeoff
clearance. Use such terms as "depart,” "departure,” or "fly" in clearances when necessary.

3-9-10. CANCELLATION OF TAKEOFF CLEARANCE

Cancel a previously issued clearance for takeoff and inform the pilot of the reason if circumstances require.
Once an aircraft has started takeoff roll, cancel the takeoff clearance only for the purpose of safety.
PHRASEOLOGY-

CANCEL TAKEOFF CLEARANCE (reason).

2-1-5. EXPEDITIOUS COMPLIANCE

a. Use the word "immediately” only when expeditious compliance is required to avoid an imminent
situation.

b. Use the word "expedite™ only when prompt compliance is required to avoid the development of an
imminent situation. If an "expedite” climb or descent clearance is issued by ATC, and subsequently the
altitude to maintain is changed or restated without an expedite instruction, the expedite instruction is
canceled.

c. In either case, if time permits, include the reason for this action.

NOTE- Controllers may, after first using the prescribed phraseology for a specific procedure, rephrase

the message to ensure the content is understood. Good judgment shall be exercised when using

nonstandard phraseology.
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5-5-2. Air Traffic Clearance

a. Pilot.

1. Acknowledges receipt and understanding of an ATC clearance.

2. Reads back any hold short of runway instructions issued by ATC.

3. Requests clarification or amendment, as appropriate, any time a clearance is not fully understood or
considered unacceptable from a safety standpoint.

4. Promptly complies with an air traffic clearance upon receipt except as necessary to cope with an
emergency. Advises ATC as soon as possible and obtains an amended clearance, if deviation is
necessary.

AIM (hold short of)
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SOP (Standard Operating Procedure)
AC (Advisory Circular)

AC120-74A Flight Crew Procedures During Taxi Operations

f. ATC/Flightcrew Communication.

(3) Use standard ATC phraseology at all times in order to facilitate clear and concise ATC/flightcrew
communications.

(5) Read back all clearances/instructions to enter a specific runway, hold short of a runway, and taxi into
“position and hold,” including the runway designator.

(a) Pilots should not merely acknowledge the ATC instructions or clearances to enter a specific runway,
hold short of a runway, and taxi into “position and hold” by using their call sign and saying “Roger”
or “Wilco.” Instead, they should read back the entire instruction or clearance including the runway
designator.

(b) Air traffic controllers are required to obtain from the pilot a readback of all runway hold short
instructions.

(7) Read back all takeoff and landing clearances, including the runway designator.
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