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Global Pilots raise concern on Brazilian airspace safety 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
  

MONTREAL, Canada – The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations (IFALPA) -

representing over 100,000 commercial airline pilots in more than 100 countries around the world - 

is working closely with the Brazilian Civil Aviation Authorities and its member association Associ-

ação Brasileira de Pilotos da Aviação Civil (ABRAPAC) to address the continuing serious safety 

concern throughout Brazilian airspace posed by large unmanned balloons. 

The urgent need for action to resolve this issue was graphically illustrated by the incident involving 

a burning balloon and a commercial airliner on 9 May 2016 at Guarulhos Airport in Sao Paulo. 

IFALPA and ABRAPAC are urging the Brazilian Authorities to immediately enforce laws banning 

these dangerous activities.  Regulations and effective enforcement action must restrict the balloon 

activity to specific areas at specific times, thus enabling the airspace to be formally closed to air-

craft. 

ABRAPAC and the Civil Authorities in Brazil have the full support of IFALPA whilst they work to 

ensure the safety of passengers is not threatened by the illegal launching of these balloons. 

 

 

For further information please contact Captain Martin Chalk, IFALPA President, at +44 7432 616 

119 or martinchalk@ifalpa.org. 

### 

Note to Editors: The mission of IFALPA is to promote the highest level of aviation safety worldwide and to be the global ad-

vocate of the piloting profession; providing representation, services and support to both our members and the aviation indus-

try. 

See the Federation website www.ifalpa.org 
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